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The Romantic movement in 
English Literature



Romanticism (also the Romantic era or the Romantic period) is an artistic, literary, and
intellectual movement that originated in Europe toward the end of the 18th century
and was at its peak about from 1800 to 1850.

Romanticism is characterized by its emphasis on emotion and individualism as well as
glorification of all the past and nature, preferring the medieval rather than the
classical. It is a reaction to the ideas of the Industrial Revolution, the aristocratic social
and political norms of the Age of Enlightenment, and the scientific rationalization of
nature.

The meaning of the word Romanticism has changed with time. In the 17th century,
"romantic" meant imaginative or fictitious due to the birth of a new literary genre: the
novel. Novels, that is to say texts of fiction, were written in vernacular (romance
languages), as opposed to religious texts written in Latin.

In the 18th century, romanticism is eclipsed by the Age of Enlightenment, where
everything is perceived through the prism of science and reason.

In the 19th century, "romantic" means sentimental : lyricism and the expression of
personal emotions are emphasized. Feelings and sentiments are very much present in
romantic works.

Thus, so many things are called romantic that it is difficult to see the common points
between the novels by Victor Hugo, the paintings by Eugène Delacroix or the music by
Ludwig Von Beethoven.



History and Society – The American revolution
In the second half of the 18th century, when George III came to the

throne the Empire was in control of the seas and was living a period
of internal peace.

13 were the British colonies in America: Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Georgia.



History and Society – The American Revolution
These lands were rich and well populated but the relationship with

England changed when the King George III tried to impose strict
control on them by appointing an English governor instead of
another elected by themselves.

In the same period the mother country claimed the right to tax the
colonies that has to contribute to the expenses of the troops that
defended them. On the other hand the American colonies answered
that since they hadn’t any representative in the Parliament no taxes
could be paid. Their motto was: No Taxation without
representation.

The war for the American independence began in 1775 with fights at
Lexington and Concord, in Massachusetts.

The colonies met in Philadelphia and altogether gave George
Washington the military command.

On July 4th 1776 the Declaration of Independence, written by Thomas
Jefferson, was approved.

It focused on the principles that all men are born equal, with the same
rights (life, freedom, happiness).



History and Society – The American Revolution
The Independence of the American colonies were welcomed in the

enlightened circles all over Europe, and many supported them.
Benjamin Franklin went to Paris and raised support for the
American cause: France and later Spain sent an army to America.

In 1781 the main British Army was surrounded and defeated by French
and American forces at Yorktown, two years later with the Treaty of
Versailles Great Britain accepted American Independence.



History and Society – The French Revolution
England quickly restored a balance after the loss of the American

colonies. A policy of financial stability and a reorganization of both
Great Britain and the colonies were promoted by the new Prime
Minister William Pitt (1783-1806).

In this period the whole Indian continent was under the British control,
James Cook discovered Oceania and soon the biggest Island became
an important colony and Pitt decided to divide Canada into two
parts: one French-speaking and Catholic, another English-speaking
and Protestant.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e2Tn4uOSe6o

In 1789 the French Revolution broke out and it was a great shock for
Britain that condemned the event for its violence to the point that it
became leader of the six European Coalitions against France and
Napoleon. Unfortunately the coalitions were regularly defeated by
the French troops on the mainland, but the British navy managed to
defeat Napoleon at Waterloo in 1815. During the Congress of
Vienna the monarchies in Europe were reestablished.



History and Society – The French Revolution
The French Revolution had a very negative effect on the British society.

The aristocracy suspected any social reforms and the meetings of
workers were made illegal, but in 1811 the Luddite [ˈlʌdaɪt] Riots
broke out and the workers attacked factories to destroy machinery.

To calm these events of social disorder repressive and violent measures
were taken. The most violent one is known as the Peterloo Massacre
[ˈmæsəkər] in which 11 people asking for parliamentary reforms were
killed and several hundred injured.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eh_pikNlEp4

And………
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYln_S2PVYA


